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SUBJ: STRIKE OF PUBLIC EMPLOYEES HITS BANJUL 

1. A PARTIALLY EFFECTIVE STRIKE HAS CLOSED DOWN SIGNI- 
FICANT SECTORS OF PUBLIC SERVICES IN BANJUL AND VICINITY 
TODAY. THE STRIKE ACTION, CALLED BY LOCAL TRADE UNIONS, 

IS IN PROTEST AT DELAYS IN GOTG IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 
RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE SALARIES COMMISSION HEADED BY UK 
EXPERT WALLER. 

2. AS OF 1200, JULY 28, THE MINISTRY OF WORKS AND COMMU- 
NICATIONS WAS NOT OPERATING, THE GOVERNMENT GROUNDNUT 
(PEANUT) OIL MILL WAS CLOSED, FERRY SERVICE TO BARRA 

WAS NOT OPERATING, VARIOUS PORT SERVICES WERE SHUT DOWN. 

IT IS UNDERSTOOD UNION OFFICIALS ARE ATTEMPTING TO PER- 
SUADE THE FERRY EMPLOYEES ON THE TRANS-GAMBIA HIGHWAY TO 
STOP WORK. THE ELECTRICITY, WATER, AND TELEPHONE ARE 
STILL FUNCTIONING AND THE AIRPORT IS OPEN AND OPERATING. 

IN THE CASE OF ELECTRICITY AND WATER, SERVICE IS STILL 
AVAILABLE ONLY BECAUSE THE NIGHT STAFF FROM SUNDAY NIGHT 
AGREED TO REMAIN ON DUTY TO PROVIDE ESSENTIAL SERVICES. 

IF THE STRIKE SHOULD BE PROLONGED, THIS ARRANGEMENT COULD 
BREAK DOWN EITHER DUE TO UNION PRESSURE OR SHEER FATIGUE. 
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AT ABOUT 1230 THERE WERE MINOR ACTS OF VIOLENCE AND SOME 
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LOOTING AT THE ALBERT MARKET. THE BRITISH HIGH COMMISSION 
HAS CLOSED ITS STREET-LEVEL RADING ROOM, ADJACENT TO THE 
MARKET, AS A PRECAUTIONARY MEASURE. 

3. THE GAMBIAN POLICE FIELD FORCE IS OCCUPING THE PRE- 
MISES OF THE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT AND ONLY A FEW 
EXPATRIATE EMPLOYEES AND THE MINISTER HAVE BEEN PERMITTED 
TO ENTER THE GROUNDS. THERE HAVE BEEN NO ATTEMPTS BY 
STRIKING WORKERS TO OCCUPY ANY INSTALLATION AND, EXCEPT 
FOR THE MINOR RIOTING AT THE MARKET, WHCIH MAY OR MAY NOT 
INVOLVE STRIKING WORKERS, NO OTHER DISTURBANCES. 

4. EMBASSY FOLLOWING SITUATION CLOSELY AND WILL TAKE SUCH 
MEASURES AS DEEMED APPROPRIATE, SO FAR NO REASON TO CLOSE 
PREMISES BUT OFFICIAL AND PERSONAL VEHICLES HAVE BEEN 
MOVED FROM DIRECTLY IN FRONT OF CHANCERY. 

5. MINISTRY OF LABOR, HEALTH AND SOCIAL WELFARE OFFICIALS 
HAVE BEEN MEETING WITH UNION LEADERS AND HAVE BEEN REPORT- 
ING TO THE PRESIDENT. A GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCEMENT MAY BE 
ANTICIPATED, PERHAPS FOLLOWING TOMORROW S REGULAR CABINET 
MEETING. 

MCFARLAND 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ECONOMIC CONDITIONS, LABOR STRIKES 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 28 JUL 1975 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975BANJUL00648 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750261-0356 
From: BANJUL 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t1 975071 4/aaaaamfy. tel 

Line Count: 84 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: hartledg 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 31 MAR 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <31 MAR 2003 by ThomasVJ>; APPROVED <02 FEB 2004 by hartledg> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: STRIKE OF PUBLIC EMPLOYEES HITS BANJUL 
TAGS: ELAB, PORS, GA 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



